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GENERAL PROVISIONS

137C.1 Title.

This chapter shall be known as the Iowa hotel sanitation code.
[C79, 81, §170B.1]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.1

137C.2 Definitions.

For purposes of the Iowa hotel sanitation code, unless a different meaning is clearly
indicated by the context:

1. “Bed and breakfast inn” means a hotel which has nine or fewer guest rooms.

2. “Director” means the director of the department of inspections and appeals or the
director’s designee.

3. “Department” means the department of inspections and appeals.

4. “Guest room” shall mean any bedroom or other sleeping quarters for transient guests
in a hotel.

5. “Hotel” shall mean any building or structure, equipped, used, advertised as, or held out
to the public to be an inn, hotel, motel, motor inn, or place where sleeping accommodations
are furnished transient guests for hire.

6. “Local board of health” means a county, city, or district board of health.

7. “Municipal corporation” means a political subdivision of this state.
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3 HOTEL SANITATION CODE, §137C.10

Iowa hotel sanitation code that are not renewed by the licensee on or before the expiration
date shall be subject to a penalty of ten percent of the license fee if the license is renewed at
a later date. A license is not transferable.

[S13, §2527-1; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §2809; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, §170.2; C79,
81, §170B.4]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.7

2002 Acts, ch 1119, §132

137C.8 Application for license.

Every application for a license under the Iowa hotel sanitation code shall be made upon
a blank furnished by the regulatory authority and shall contain the items required by the
department as to ownership, management, location, buildings, equipment, rates, and other
data concerning the hotel for which a license is desired. An application for a license to operate
an existing hotel shall be made at least thirty days before the expiration of the existing license.

[C79, 81, §170B.5]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.8

137C.9 License fees.

1. Either the department or the municipal corporation shall collect the following annual
license fees:

a. For a hotel containing fifteen guest rooms or less, twenty-seven dollars.

b. For a hotel containing more than fifteen but less than thirty-one guest rooms, forty
dollars and fifty cents.

c. For a hotel containing more than thirty but less than seventy-six guest rooms, fifty-four
dollars.

d. For a hotel containing more than seventy-five but less than one hundred fifty guest
rooms, fifty-seven dollars and fifty cents.

e. For a hotel containing one hundred fifty or more guest rooms, one hundred one dollars
and twenty-five cents.

2. Fees collected by the department shall be deposited in the general fund of the state.
Fees collected by a municipal corporation shall be retained by it and for its use.

[S13, §2527-1; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §2812; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, §170.5; C79,
81, §170B.6]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.9

2007 Acts, ch 215, §208

Referred to in §137F.3A

137C.10 Suspension or revocation of licenses.

A regulatory authority may suspend or revoke a license issued to a person under the Iowa
hotel sanitation code if any of the following occurs:

1. The person’s hotel does not conform to a provision of the Iowa hotel sanitation code or
a rule adopted pursuant to this chapter.

2. The person violates a provision of the Iowa hotel sanitation code or a rule adopted
pursuant to this chapter.

3. The person conducts an activity constituting a criminal offense in the hotel and is
convicted of a serious misdemeanor or a more serious offense as a result.

[C79, 81, §170B.7]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §36, 66

C91, §137C.10

91 Acts, ch 107, §9
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137C.20 through 137C.22 Reserved.
RATES

137C.23 Posting room rates.

A complete list of rooms by number together with the number of the floor and the rate per
day per person for each room shall be kept continuously and conspicuously posted on the wall
near the office in the lobby of a hotel in such a way as to be accessible to the public without
request to the management. The rate per day per person for each room shall also be posted
in the same manner in each room. No amount greater than the one posted shall be charged.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §2841; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, §170.36; C79, 81, §170B.11]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.23

Referred to in §137C.24

137C.24 Rate increases.

The rates posted under section 137C.23 shall not be increased until sixty days’ notice of the
proposed increase has been given to the regulatory authority.

[C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §2842; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, §170.37; C79, 81, §170B.12]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.24

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS

137C.25 Right of hotel operator to deny services.

1. A person operating a hotel has the right to refuse or deny the use of a room,
accommodations, facilities, or other privileges of the hotel to any of the following:

a. An individual unwilling or unable to pay for the room, accommodations, facilities, or
other privileges of the hotel.

b. An individual who is visibly publicly intoxicated or under the influence of alcohol or
some other illegal drug, or who is disorderly so as to create a public nuisance.

c. An individual the hotel operator reasonably believes is seeking to use a room,
accommodations, facilities, or other privileges of the hotel for an unlawful purpose.

d. An individual the hotel operator reasonably believes is bringing in anything which may
create an unreasonable danger or risk to other persons, including but not limited to firearms
or explosives.

e. Anindividual whose use of the room, accommodations, facilities, or other privileges of
the hotel would result in a violation of the maximum capacity of such hotel.

2. Ahotel operator who reasonably refuses or denies the use of a room, accommodations,
facilities, or other privileges of the hotel pursuant to this section is not subject to any civil or
criminal action or any fine or other penalty, unless the refusal or denial is a violation of state
or federal law.

94 Acts, ch 1032, §1

Referred to in §137C.25D

137C.25A Right to require financial guarantee.

The hotel operator has the right to require a person seeking the use of a room,
accommodations, facilities, or other privileges of the hotel to demonstrate the ability to pay
for such use by cash, credit card, or approved check. The hotel operator may require the
parent or guardian of a minor to do all of the following:

1. Accept in writing the liability for the cost of the room, accommodations, facilities, or
other privileges of the hotel used by the minor, and for the cost of any damages to the room,
furnishings in the room, or other facilities of the hotel caused by the minor while the minor
is using the room, accommodations, facilities, or other privileges of the hotel.
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137C.25E Documentation and registration requirements.

A hotel shall keep and maintain for a period of three years, a guest register which shall
show the name, residence, date of arrival, and date of departure of each individual renting or
leasing a room, accommodations, or facilities of the hotel.

Each individual renting or leasing a room, accommodations, or facilities of the hotel shall
register, and may be required by the owner or operator of the hotel to show proof of identity
by producing a valid driver’s license, or other identification satisfactory to the owner or
operator. The identification shall have a photograph of the individual and include the name
and residence of the individual. If the individual is a minor, the owner or operator may also
require a parent or guardian of the minor to register.

The guest register may be kept and maintained by recording, copying, or reproducing
the register by any photographic, photostatic, microfilm, microcard, miniature photographic,
electronic imaging, electronic data processing, or other process which accurately reproduces
or forms a durable medium for accurately and legibly reproducing an unaltered image or
reproduction of the original.

94 Acts, ch 1032, §6

137C.26 and 137C.27 Reserved.
ENFORCEMENT

137C.28 Penalty.

A person who violates a provision of the Iowa hotel sanitation code shall be guilty of a simple
misdemeanor. Each day upon which a violation occurs constitutes a separate violation.

[C79, 81, §170B.16]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.28

Referred to in §137C.35

137C.29 Injunction.

A person conducting a hotel in violation of a provision of the Iowa hotel sanitation code may
be restrained by injunction from operating that hotel. If an imminent health hazard exists,
the hotel, or as much of the hotel as is necessary, must cease operation. Operation shall not
be resumed until authorized by the regulatory authority.

[S13, §2514-x; C24, 27, 31, 35, 39, §2855; C46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 71, 73, 75, 77, §170.50;
C79, 81, §170B.17]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.29

137C.30 Duty of county attorney.

The county attorney in each county shall assist in the enforcement of the Iowa hotel
sanitation code.

[C79, 81, §170B.18]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.30
Referred to in §331.756(32)

137C.31 Conflicts with state building code.

Provisions of the Iowa hotel sanitation code in conflict with the state building code, as
adopted pursuant to section 103A.7, shall not apply where the state building code has been
adopted or when the state building code applies throughout the state.

[C79, 81, §170B.19]

90 Acts, ch 1204, §66

C91, §137C.31

2004 Acts, ch 1086, §38

Tue Dec 13 08:05:32 2016 Iowa Code 2017, Chapter 137C (11, 0)



